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Income-Tax Exemption to Members 


Of ‘Orders’ Wrong, POAU Holds 


Continuing to campaign for the end 
of illegal favoritism in the administra- 
tion of federal financial laws, POAU 
has called upon the government to 
eliminate the substantial give-away 
involved in the granting of income-tax 
exemption to members of “religious 
orders” (Church and State, January, 
1952 and January, 1954; see, also, 
May, 1956 issue for related story on 
brandy-making and other business 
income of such “orders”). Under the 
existing policy, every public school 
teacher or armed forces chaplain who 
belongs to an ecclesiastical order is 
exempt and it is estimated that the 
give-away averages more than $500 
for each one of the hundreds of teach- 
ing sisters and religious-order chap- 
lains on local school board or armed 
forces payrolls. POAU has been try- 
ing for five years to obtain a re- 
vised ruling on this question, and now 
makes public the foliowing facts: 

The United States Internal Reve- 
nue Code ordains that, with a few 
trifling exceptions, every citizen who 
earns wages or a Salary must pay 
federal income taxes on this income. 
The rule is very strict. Income is in- 
come, no matter how carefully it is 
dressed up as something else in order 
to evade taxes. “Income” includes 
“compensation for services” and “all 
remuneration for employment.” Most 
wage-earners never see the percentage 
that goes to the federal government 
in income taxes, since that percentage 
is deducted at the source. 

The law is also very strict about 
deductions for contributions to 
churches and charity. A taxpayer 
cannot evade taxes by diverting in- 
come to a charity in advance of pay- 
ment, no matter how pure his mo- 
tives may be. Even Mrs. Roosevelt, 
when she was in the White House, 
was finally directed by a revised tax 
regulation to pay income taxes on the 
proceeds of her radio broadcasts al- 


argued that a donor who gives away 
income receives that income “con- 
structively” even when it never passes 
through his bank account. Supreme 
Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
in the famous case of Lucas v. Earl, 


(Continued on page 2) 


though she had generously donated 
the entire amount to charity without 
receiving a penny for herself. It was 





AN ‘EXCEPTIONAL’ VISIT 





UNITED PRESS RADIOTELEPHOTO 


Former President Harry S. Truman (above, left) is shown with Pope Pius XII and Mrs. 
Truman as the pontiff granted them a 15-minute private audience on Sunday, May 20—a 
day of the week on which the aged Roman ruler ordinarily does not grant audiences. Truman 
thus became the first President or ex-President to be received at the Holy See in 37 years, 
Woodrow Wilson having paid a visit to Pope Benedict XV in 1919. At a press conference on 
May 18, the day of his arrival in Rome (see editorial on page 3), Truman described him- 
self as “a good Baptist” but renewed his espousal of U. S. diplomatic relations with the Vatican 
to “help the peace of the world.” (He did not advocate sending any “ambassadors” to the 
heads of other international churches, although they, too, advocate “‘peace.”) In 1951, as 
President, Truman had appointed Gen. Mark W. Clark to be the first full-fledged U. S. 
Ambassador to the Vatican, but the latter withdrew his name in the face of overwhelming 
public protest against any such appointment (“Church and State,” November, 1951, through 
May, 1952). Gestures in the Pope’s direction have been made by the present Administration 
on March 10, when Los Angeles businessman John McCone was received as President 
Eisenhower's special representative at a Vatican celebration of the 17th anniversary of Pius 
XII’s pontificate, and again on May 6 when Col. Gordon E. Dawson, military attache at the 
U. S. Embassy in Rome, attended induction ceremonies for the papal Swiss Guard as an 
American governmental representative. 





Tax Loophole 
(Continued from page 1) 


ruled that the income tax “could not 
be escaped by anticipatory arrange- 
ments and contracts however skill- 
fully devised to prevent the salary 
when paid from vesting even for a 
second in the man who earned it.” 


Except— 

But the federal government has 
waived these very strict rules, in de- 
fiance of all law and precedent, for 
members of Catholic religious orders 
who take a vow of poverty and who, 
under that vow, turn over their pub- 
lic-teaching or chaplaincy salaries to 
their orders. Protestant missionaries 
and teachers who turn over their sal- 
aries to their churches in this way are 
not exempted; they do not have for- 
mal religious orders. In Frenchburg, 
Ky., when 9 of 20 Protestant mis- 
sionary teachers on the county payroll 
endorsed their checks over to the 
missionary society of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, they were not ex- 
empted from federal income taxes. 


The Internal Revenue Service has 
adopted the bizarre theory that when 
nuns and religious-order chaplains on 
the public payroll receive salaries, 
they are acting as agents for their 
religious orders, but that when the 
government pays out this public 
money, the appropriation is an appro- 
priation to an individual. Actually, of 
course, the payments are in each case 
made to individuals. It they were 
not, they would be unconstitutional, 
since neither federal nor local govern- 
ments may pay taxpayers’ money to 
a church or religious order as such 
for its regular activity without violat- 
ing the principle of church-state sep- 
aration in the First Amendment. 

In some localities federal tax col- 
lectors, apparently in order to create 
the impression of impartial adminis- 
tration of the law, collect income 
taxes from nuns who are teaching in 
public schools and then quietly re- 
mit the taxes. Here is the sworn 
testimony of Sister Mary Romauld, 
principal of St. Charles Public High 
School of Marion County, Ky., taken 
for the Franklin County Circuit 
Court on December 13, 1954, under 
cross-examination by Jesse K. Lewis: 

Q. Sister, you understand, do you not, 
that the Superintendent in issuing your 
salary check each month deducts the Fed- 
eral income tax? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Tell the Court whether the amounts 
deducted from the Sisters’ salaries are in 


any manner refunded back to the Sisters 
or to your Church in any manner? 
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A. They are refunded back to some ex- 
tent to the Sisters, not to the Church... . 

Q. Do all the refunds that have been de- 
ducted over the year come back in one 
check payable to the Ursuline Sisters, or is 
a check made to each Sister? 

A. A check is made to each Sister. .. . 

Q. Then each Sister endorses the check 
of the Federal income tax refund and 
sends it down to the headquarters in Davies 
County ? 

A. That’s right. 


Armed Forces 


A similar concession is granted to 
all religious-order chaplains in the 
armed forces, chiefly to Jesuits, since 
the Jesuit order is the largest in the 
United States. Protestant and Jewish 
chaplains, and Catholic chaplains 
who are not members of religious or- 
ders, must pay income taxes on their 
salaries. It is estimated that between 
300 and 400 Catholic religious-order 
chaplains in the armed forces are 
granted exemption under this rule. 
(The tax exemption for sisters serv- 
ing as public school teachers applies 
to all states where such teaching is 
legalized, but there are no complete 
statistics as to the number of sisters 
in such positions.) It is known that 
the public funds derived from sisters’ 
pay checks constitutes an important 
revenue base for expansion of Cath- 
olic schools and the estimated $500 
tax remission helps to swell these sec- 
tarian funds. 


How does the federal government 
justify this special exemption to mem- 
bers of religious orders on the public 
payroll, while all ordinary taxpayers 
are compelled to pay taxes upon all 
wages and are not permitted to allo- 
cate tax-free gifts to charity? When 
POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer first raised this question with 
the Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue in 1951, he was referred to a 1949 
decision of the United States Tax 
Court in the case of L. F. Ratterman, 
in which a father who had made a gift 
to a Jesuit son was allowed to list the 
gift as a donation to religious charity 
since the son turned the money over 
to his religious order. The son was 
considered the agent of the Jesuit or- 
der in receiving the funds. 

The Tax Court did not cite any 
precedent or authority for this strange 
decision. Archer was quick to point 
out that it was contrary to ruling de- 
cisions on charitable gifts and deduc- 
tions, and, moreover, that it could 
not possibly apply to the salaries of 
sisters teaching in public schools or 
chaplains on the federal payroll, 
since the Constitution forbids pay- 
ment to a church, religious order or 
its agents as such. 


Fortunately, a slight break has ap- 
peared recently in this cloudy situa- 
tion. In December two new rulings 


were announced by the Internal 
Revenue Service in which personal 
inheritance taxes levied against be- 
quests to members of religious orders 
were allowed in spite of the fact that 
the funds found their way ultimately 
into the treasuries of the religious 
orders of the recipients. Archer has 
called the Treasury Department’s at- 
tention to the contradiction in policy 
involved in taxing bequests to nuns 
who are serving as public school 
teachers and at the same time allow- 
ing their salary checks to go scot- 
free. 

Unfortunately, no sure device ex- 
ists by which the Internal Revenue 
Service can be brought into court to 
explain and revise its tax give-away 
to nuns and chaplains. Only public 
opinion can produce results. 


+ 


Courage Needed 


To counsel “moderation’”’ as a cure- 
all for problems of religious freedom, 
public education and racial justice is 
“like asking us to take hitting out of 
baseball, or love out of marriage,’ de- 
clared President Harold Taylor of 
Sarah Lawrence College recently. Ad- 
dressing the Sidney Hillman Prize 
Awards Luncheon in New York City 
on April 18, he said that “without 
moral conviction, and without pas- 
sion for an ideal, reason and intelli- 
gence are helpless and capable only 
of arranging clever solutions.” 
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| WEWS From Far and Near | 


@ The “close ties of the minister of the National Presbyterian Church to 
the Chief Executive [President Eisenhower]” was one of the factors working 
to the disadvantage of the Rev. Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, “the President’s pas- 
tor,’ at the recent election in Philadelphia of a new Moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church. Dr. Elson was defeated by Ruling Elder David W. Proffitt, a 
department store executive from Maryville, Tenn. Washington delegates re- 
ported that some voters felt Dr. Elson’s selection would involve “bringing 
secular politics into the field of religion,” and also thought that a layman 
should get the post this time. 











@ The idea of a possible concordat between the Vatican and the 
Soviet Union was broached recently in conversations between an 
Italian Communist newspaper correspondent and the Most Rev. 
Peter Mazelis, a bishop in the diocese of Telsiai, Lithuania. A few 
days before the May 27-28 local elections in Italy, the Communist 
newspaper, “L’Unita,” quoted the Lithuanian bishop as favoring 
such a concordat. This was dismissed by Vatican City officials as an 
electioneering move on the part of the Communists. In April the 
semi-official Vatican newspaper, “L’Osservatore Romano,” had at- 
tacked similar speculation which had appeared in the German news- 
paper, “Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.” 


@ Agitation for a direct religious census by the United States Census 
Bureau was renewed by Father Paul Bussard, editor of The Catholic Digest, 
in an address at the recent eighth annual convention of the Religious News- 
writers’ Association in Minneapolis. The convention was told that religious 
statisticians favor door-to-door government questioning of citizens as to belief 
in God, church affiliation and regularity or irregularity of church attendance. 
Church and State in November, 1954 discussed both practical and legal ob- 
jections to such a procedure. The Census Bureau says a “religious” count 
may be undertaken in 1960 if the idea proves popular enough. 


@ “A clergyman of a non-Catholic cult may freely perform acts 
pertaining to his ministry without obtaining previous government 
authorization unless he intends to perform acts having juridical 
consequences, such as the celebration of marriages.” So ruled Italy’s 
Council of State — a high appellate court — recently in a case 
brought by Cline R. Paden of Brownfield, Texas, former head of 
the Churches of Christ mission in Italy. Ironically, however, the 
court’s ruling did not benefit Paden because the Council held that 
only citizens, and not foreigners, had this right. In the meantime, 
further definition of the Italian concept of religious liberty is ex- 
pected to be forthcoming from the recently inaugurated Consti- 
tutional High Court, modeled after the U. S. Supreme Court, which 
is to determine whether the fascist police laws of 1931 are still in 
force or were revoked by the Constitutional guarantees of 1948. 


@ Freedom from what they consider to be unreasonable and discriminatory 
zoning restrictions continues to be sought by many church groups. Seventh- 
day Adventists won a recent victory in Burlington, N. C., when the City 
Council held, in spite of a hostile property-owners’ petition, that nothing in 
existing ordinances prevented the sect from erecting a building anywhere in 
the community. Roman Catholic, Jewish, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Episcopa- 
lian, Methodist, Baptist, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Assembly of God groups 
are among those which have fought similar battles in many parts of the 
country in recent years, losing some and winning others. Many cases are 
still occurring, and a move is growing in New York State for passage of a 
state law forbidding the use of zoning rules to exclude any religious institu- 
tions from a community. (See, also, Church and State, January and April, 
1955.) 


@ Irish customs officials seized all copies of the April 1 “London 
Observer” coming into the country because it carried an article by 
Dr. Joan Malleson on family planning. No hearing was held, but 
Irish Retail News Agents’ Association obediently accepted the 

an. 
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— Editorial — 


Still Wrong 


It is a mark of wisdom when a man 
sees his mistake and profits from it. 
On the basis of a recent statement in 
Rome, former President Harry S. 
Truman must be faulted on both 
counts. 


When he was President, Mr. Tru- 
man made the bad mistake of ap- 
pointing an American Ambassador to 
the Vatican. This appointment, repre- 
senting a radical departure from the 
American tradition of church-state 
separation, created a furor. The coun- 
try was split right down the middle. 
Resentment among Protestants and 
Jews—and even some Catholics who 
privately acknowledged the folly of 
the move—was deep. Never before 
had such a volume of protest mail hit 
Washington. Suspicions were stirred 
regarding Roman Catholic ambitions 
in the United States. These suspicions 
have not yet been allayed. 


Mr. Truman was wrong. The things 
he had proposed just couldn’t be 
done, that was all. The President’s 
advisors saw it. General Clark him- 
self soon saw it. The controversial 
nomination was withdrawn. Feeling 
began to subside. 


Ugly Note 


Even those inclined to accept the 
theory of it had to admit the appoint- 
ment had been politically inept. An 
ugly note had been struck in Ameri- 
can politics, a dissonance that had 
not been heard for many years. Ey- 
erybody knew that appointment had 
been wrong. 


Everybody, that is, except Mr. 
Truman. On May 18, in Rome, he 
declared that his thinking on this 
issue had not changed one whit, that 
he had always favored diplomatic 
relations between the United States 
and the Vatican and still did. 


It does seem that Mr. Truman 
could have left his wrongness in the 
deep grave where his fellow citizens 
had buried it. But since he has chosen 
otherwise, it is essential that the pres- 
ent administration and all adminis- 
trations to come must be reminded 
that the American people will not 
tolerate a repetition of this folly. 
Those who cherish their country’s 
welfare do not want the sinister forces 
of religious dissension to be further 
aroused. 








The sealed doors of the Second Baptist Church of Madrid, Spain, are shown above after 
recent police action to stop the church’s religious activities. The inscription over the doors 
(in Spanish) is from Psalm 100:4, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” Earlier, the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Madrid had been subjected to the same treatment, and, though the seals were 


subsequently removed, was restricted from 


resuming normal operations (“Church and 


State,” May). British Bible Society headquarters were also closed upon order of the govern- 
ment’s Ministry of Information and all its publications seized. In spite of such clear evi- 
dence of persecution, Spanish Ambassador Jose Maria de Areilza dared to assert at a March 
25 John Carroll Society meeting in Washington that “the attitude of Spain towards Protes- 


tantism has been and continues to be that of respect for the religious minorities. . 


. .” But 


he added: “. . . | shall not deny that there exists in Spain the natural desire to avoid that it 


become a Protestant mission camp... .” 





Lowell Tells Methodist 
Conference of POAU Work 


C. Stanley Lowell, associate direc- 
tor of POAU, addressed some 3,000 
persons attending a session of the 
1956 General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Church in Minneapolis, Minn., 
on April 28. He was introduced to the 
audience by Bishop Paul N. Garber 
of Virginia (himself a POAU nation- 
al advisor) who noted that one of the 
gravest threats to American freedom 
“is the attack being made upon our 
historic national principle of the sep- 
aration of church and state.” Lowell, 
a member of the Virginia Conference, 
declared, in part: 

“Tn POAU we have an objective as 
narrow as our name is wide. We are 
working for the preservation of reli- 
gious liberty in this land, and what 
we regard as its basic integer, the 
separation of church and state, and 
we are striving only to do this one 
thing, preserve the heritage our fa- 
thers gave us. . . . But narrow as the 
job is, we have our work cut out for 
the next 100 years. . 


“Our organization differs from 
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some others in this respect, that we 
not only believe certain things, we 
try to do something about them. If 
somebody gets out of line in this 
church-state field, we help get him 
back in line. If we see a church get- 
ting tax funds for its activities in 
violation of the law, we ask it to stop. 
If it won’t stop we go to court and 
see that it does stop. We have im- 
pounded more than 55 million dollars 
of public funds that had been going 
to the support of sectarian activities 
contrary to our laws. 


“When we discover a church mak- 
ing brandy and selling it commer- 
cially without paying any federal tax, 
we not only say they should pay the 
tax like other distillers, we take the 
case to the Treasury Department and 
ask that the tax be levied [Church 
and State, May, 1956]. When we 
learn that a treaty has been drafted 
for the first time in our history with- 
out the reciprocal freedom of religion 
clause, and that a dangerous prece- 
dent is thereby being created, we 
alert the country to its peril [Church 
and State, May, 1955.] When we ob- 
serve clerical states that reduce Prot- 





estants to the status of second-class 
citizens, close up their seminaries and 
churches and drive them into the 
ghetto . . . we call for an end to the 
subsidizing of religious bigotry. 


“We are a somewhat rough, tough 
organization, as you see. We not only 
talk, we act. But you have to have 
somebody like us in this church- 
state area because sometimes talk 
runs out and you must either act or 
surrender to encroachment. When it 
comes time to go to court, for exam- 
ple, your church can’t do it. Come to 
think of it, I don’t suppose the Na- 
tional Council of Churches could do 
it, either. But we can; we do. We do 
it all the time. 


“You Methodists helped bring 
POAU into existence [Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam has been a vice- 
president of POAU from the organi- 
zation’s inception — Editor’s note]. 
This was in 1948 when the country’s 
largest denomination stated that sep- 
aration of church and state was the 
‘shibboleth of doctrinaire secularism’ 
and called on the faithful to work 
‘patiently and persistently and perse- 
veringly’ for its destruction. 1956 
finds their massive effort proceeding 
still. We stand in opposition. We are 
fighting your battle. . . . We need 
you. But, may I say it humbly and 
respectfully, you need us, too. .. .” 


i i i i i i i tt 


Freedom Seen Hurt 
By Religious Test 


( 
| 
( 
“Freedom of religion now appears 
safe for any man who holds any var- 
iety of faith, at least when it does 
not make it immoral for kim to go to 
war. But what about the atheist or 
agnostic? The men of fluid beliefs who 
participated in the Constitution in- 
tended to protect him too. Although a / 
churchman myself, | regard it as vital ) 
to our national life that a man’s right 
to hold public office should never be 
affected by what he believes about 
his relation to the totality of being. 
The law may remain as now, but in 
practice atheists and agnostics are 
sometimes virtually ineligible as candi- 
dates for election or appointment to 
public office. Though no statute is 
likely to require church membership 
as a qualification for teachers in pub- 
lic schools, the same result can con- 
ceivably be attained by determined 
school committees.” — Zechariah 
Chafee, Jr., Harvard University law 
professor, writing on “The Encroach- 
ments on Freedom” in “The Atlantic,” 
May. (Professor Chafee’s book, “The 
Blessings of Liberty,” has just been 
published by Lippincott.) 
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Churchmen Continue Debate 
On Public School Religion 


During April and May Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish leaders 
carried on their discussion of the pros and cons of religion in the public 
schools with increasing intensity, although one of them, Dr. Rolfe Lanier 
Hunt of the National Council of Churches, indicated that he thought it 
pointless to debate the legality or propriety of the question because religion 


is already “firmly embedded” in pub- 
lic education. 

Dr. Hunt, executive director of the 
National Council’s department of re- 
ligion and public education, took this 
position in April at a conference in 
Paterson, N. J., under the sponsor- 
ship of the New Jersey and Greater 
Paterson councils of churches, saying 
that American government was 
“based on religious faith and public 
schools are part of that government.” 
However, later in the month evan- 
gelist Billy Graham spoke of a need 
to bring ““God into education” as he 
accepted the 1956 Clergyman-of-the- 
Year award of the annual Washington 
Pilgrimage of American Churchmen, 
specifically attacking the Supreme 
Court’s 1948 McCollum decision 
in the process, while the Rev. 
William B. McAlpin of the West- 
Park Presbyterian Church in New 
York City preached on May 6 in 
support of the Supreme Court’s view 
and opposed the “recent proposal to 
teach morals and religion in the New 
York public schools” as “one of the 
sure ways of raising all sorts of con- 
troversy and bitterness.” (Dr. Mc- 
Alpin was referring to the Board of 
Superintendents’ June 14, 1955 
“Guiding Statement for Supervisors 
and Teachers,” which ran into so 
much opposition at the very begin- 
ning that a scheduled routine hearing 
was postponed, and is now expected to 
be held in the fall. At first, the guid- 
ing statement appeared to have sub- 
stantial Protestant as well as Roman 
Catholic backing, but the city’s Pro- 
testant Council on January 20 called 
for revisions which would “take prop- 
er account of the rights of those... 
who take a non-theistic position. . . .” 
Jewish leaders have been virtually 
unanimous in opposing the guiding 
statement.) 

Early in May Roman Catholic 
spokesmen at a three-day 75th-an- 
niversary education conference at 
Marquette University in Milwaukee 
renewed their two-fold demand for 
religious teaching in public schools 
and government aid to private re- 
ligious schools. Bishop Matthew 
Brady of Manchester, N. H., said 
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that America could not have “a strong 
moral people” without definite reli- 
gious indoctrination in the general 
system of education rather than the 
mere “weak substitute” provided by 
released time. (Bishop Brady is epis- 
copal chairman of the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference’s education 
department.) Father John Courtney 
Murray, S. J., theology professor at 
Woodstock (Md.) College, called the 
“legal denial of all manner of public 
aid” to church schools “outdated” 
and a “relic of the past,” and decried 
“the presently exaggerated doctrine 
of separation of church and state.” 
Invoking the Roman Catholic con- 
cept of “distributive justice,” he de- 
clared that “a proportionately just 
measure of public support should be 
available to such schools as serve the 
public cause of popular education 
whether these schools be specifically 
religious in their affiliation, or not,” 
and said that such aid should be re- 
garded as no less legal than military 
chaplaincies and tax exemption for 
church property. Later, Ellis H. 
Dana, executive vice-president of the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches and 
a POAU board member, circulated 
excerpts from Father Murray’s re- 
marks as well as similar statements 
by Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cin- 
cinnati and asked Protestants when 
they would “wake up!” 


Although several leading Jewish 
organizations met during this period 
and dealt in part with the schools 
question, Jewish feelings were per- 
haps most forcibly expressed by Rab- 
bi Ely E. Pilchik of Temple B’nai 
Jeshurun, Newark, N. J. Addressing 
the first biennial conference of the 
New Jersey Council, Union of Amer- 
ican Hebrew Congregations, meet- 
ing in his city in May, he said: 
“Catholics and Protestants differ in 
their approach to achieve the break- 
down [of separation of church and 
state]. Our Roman Catholic friends 
believe that their children can best 
be taught and trained in their own 
church-controlled parochial schools. 
They seek public monies. . . . Our 
Protestant friends prefer the intro- 


duction of religion in the public school 
system. .. .” He called upon Ameri- 
can Jews, as “a non-missionary re- 
ligious minority” in the midst of “a 
missionary majority” of Christians, 
“to watch, to expose violation, to ar- 
gue in the P.T.A., in the Town Coun- 
cil, in the State Legislature, and be- 
fore the United States Supreme 
Court” on behalf of the rights of all, 
thus serving as “the barometer of 
religious freedom, yes freedom itself, 
in the Western World.” 


+ 


Harry M. Martin, First 
POAU Member, Dies at 90 


The death on May 8 of Harry M. 
Martin brought to an end a long and 
useful life. The 90-year-old but al- 
ways active citizen had considered 
the date of January 9, 1948—when 
he became the first member of POAU 
with a five-dollar contribution—to be 
one of the most memorable in his life. 

A native of Washington, D. C., and 
a long-time resident of Kensington, 
Md., Martin had served as first as- 
sistant to the fuel administrator un- 
der President Woodrow Wilson and 
had worked in the campaigns of Wil- 
son and Franklin D. Roosevelt. His 
sister, Martha J. Martin of Washing- 
ton, survives. 


+ 


Cardinal Principle 


“Support of religious institutions in 
the United States is voluntary,” de- 
clares Facts About the United States, 
a government pamphlet distributed 
abroad by the United States Informa- 
tion Service. “The Government gives 
no funds to churches. The separation 
of church and state is a cardinal 
American principle.” It is refreshing 
to have the principle so affirmatively 
stated in an official publication— 
even though the second sentence is 
only theoretically true, with all too 
many violations of the principle oc- 
curring in practice. 


+ 


Editorial Reprinted 


Why, Indeed?, the editorial on the 
causes of religious strife which ap- 
peared in last month’s Church and 
State, has been reprinted for distri- 
bution and may be obtained from 
POAU at the following rates: one to 
five copies free, 25 for 50c, 100 for 
$1.25, 1,000 for $10.00. 








ike, Dulles Stand Pat 
On Dhahran Bias Issue 


With the American lease of Dhah- 
ran Air Base in Saudi Arabia up for 
renewal on June 18, neither the 
State Department nor the White 
House has taken any action to end 
the religious curbs on U. S. personnel 
as of this writing. POAU Executive 
Director Glenn L. Archer’s protest 
letter of April 13 (Church and State, 
May) drew a negative response from 
the State Department and President 
Eisenhower defended existing policy 
in response to a question at his press 
conference on May 9. 

In a brief letter to Archer on May 
1, Fraser Wilkins, director of the 
State Department’s Office of Near 
Eastern Affairs, wrote on Secretary 
Dulles’ behalf: 

“With respect to the wearing of 
religious insignia by service Chap- 
lains and the conducting of Christian 
church services, Saudi Arabia, as 
guardian of the holy places of Islam, 
does feel that it is her duty to ex- 
clude the public identification and 
practice of other religions. The De- 
partment has made representations 
to the Saudi Arabian Government on 
several occasions on this matter and 
there has been some lessening of 
restrictions. Americans are permitted 
to have religious services in Saudi 
Arabia according to their beliefs, but 
such services must be carefully re- 
stricted to Christians. 

“There is a problem in the assign- 
ment of servicemen of the Jewish 
faith to Saudi Arabia, where the 
United States has, for several years, 
had special rights at the Dhahran 
Airfield. Because of its special posi- 
tion in Islam, Saudi Arabia has also 
felt itself obliged to show particu- 
lar conscientiousness toward the Arab 
cause. This has been manifested in 
part through regulations prohibiting 
the entrance or transit of persons of 
the Jewish faith. This policy has 
been in effect in Saudi Arabia since 
the early days of Islam. The United 
States has taken every opportuity to 
protest this type of discrimination 
against its citizens, but the right of 
Saudi Arabia to govern the entrance 
of aliens into its country should be 
recognized. . . . 

Wilkins’ reply ignored historic in- 
stances cited by Archer in which the 
United States Government had flatly 
refused to cooperate with govern- 
ments practicing religious discrimina- 
tion against American citizens in 
keeping with the principle that the 
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“rights of citizens of the United 
States should not be impaired, at 
home or abroad, because of religious 
beliefs.” 

At his May 9 press conference 
President Eisenhower said he had 
“never heard this, that American 
Jews cannot go into our air bases,” 
but he added that the “Pentagon 
told us some weeks ago as a result 
of being privately advised by the 
Saudi Arabians, we just never sent 
any American Jews to that base 
there.’ He concluded: “Well, I 
would say I would talk it over with 
the State Department. . . . I do know 
that certain of our bases do accord, 
do give to these people, who are 
sovereign in that area—after all we 
don’t get the—we don’t get that ter- 
ritory on the same basis as you do an 
embassy. We are not a sovereign 
there. Therefore, they do have some 
rights that you have got to accord 
them.” 

The State Department’s deference 
to Arab governmental concern for the 
monopoly position of “Islam” is in 
sharp contrast to its unhesitating de- 
nunciation of anti-Catholic persecu- 
tion in Communist countries. On 
May 2, for instance, the Department 
took note of the anniversary of the 
Polish Constitution of 1791 and de- 
clared: “. . . the United States re- 
affirms its assurances that it is not 
reconciled to the bondage of Poland.” 


+ 


Anti-‘Baby-Selling’ Bill 
Hit as Threat to Church 


“Although she told the doctor she 
had been turned down by all welfare 
agencies, she said he only asked her 
age and religion.” The woman re- 
ferred to here was an officer of the 
U. S. Women’s Bureau posing as “a 
convicted New York thief” seeking 
to adopt a baby; the doctor, a “long- 
time offender in the inter-state baby- 
for-sale racket [and] a practitioner 
who has gone so far as to tell a pa- 
tient ‘to either pay your bill or give 
up your baby.’” Yet, even at this 
underworld level where hard cash was 
the doctor’s only goal and he was 
risking possible criminal prosecution 
for his activities, he was careful to 
ask the woman what her religion was! 
The incident, reported in a May 17 
Washington Post and Times-Herald 
story on a Senate subcommittee hear- 
ing the day before, appeared in news 
columns alongside the _ intelligence 
that the Rt. Rev. Msgr. John O” 


Grady, secretary of the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities, had 
appeared to testify against a Senate 
bill aimed at cleaning up the baby. 
selling racket. 


The bill in question was S. 3021, 
introduced by Senators Estes Ke. 
fauver of Tennessee, William Langer 
of North Dakota, Alexander Wiley 
of Wisconsin and Edward J. Thye of 
Minnesota. It would amend title 18 
of the United States Code “to make 
unlawful certain practices in connec- 
tion with the placing of minor chil- 
dren for permanent free care or adop- 
tion.” Msgr. O’Grady attacked it as 

“an effort to secularize completely all 
our programs for the care of children 
in the United States.” “Why,” he 
asked, “. . . should the Government 
seek to duplicate the work of our 
agencies? Why should it try to make 
it exceedingly difficult if not impos- 


sible for us to operate? Why should _ 


Government try to extend its efforts 
into an area that we are already 
covering? . . .” He charged that the 
framers of the bill “identify Govern- 


ment with the American community | 


and feel that no program can be an 
American community program until 
it is taken over and controlled di- 
rectly by Government.” 

Msgr. O’Grady played heavily on 
the theme that Catholic adoption 
agencies were “dealing with people 
in trouble,” and he emphasized that 
it was “part of our faith that we be- 
long to a universal brotherhood that 
binds all people together, indepen- 
dent of race or nationality.” There 
was an unconscious irony about these 
words which should have been ap- 
parent to the more informed members 
of his audience, particularly those 
who had read Pearl S. Buck’s article 
on “The Children Waiting” in the 
September, 1955 Woman’s Home 
Companion, Noting religious bars to 
adoption, Miss Buck wrote: “ 
Surely when they realize that they are 
keeping children orphaned, denying 
them the love of parents and home, 
they will see that they are denying 
the very spirit of true religion!” (For 
detailed discussions of religion and 
the law in child adoption and child 
welfare cases, see Church and State, 
November, 1954, January through 
May, 1955, and September and De- 
cember, 1955.) 

The hearing at which Msgr. O- 
Grady appeared was held by the Sen- 
ate subcommittee on juvenile delin- 
quency (attached to the Judiciary 
Committee), headed by Senator Ke- 
fauver. 
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New Chapters Chartered 


Baltimore, Md., received its charter 
on May 31; Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary at Wake Forest, N. C., 
composed of 96 students, recently re- 
ceived its charter; Raleigh, N. C., 
will be presented with its charter in 
June by National POAU Vice-Presi- 
dent John A. Mackay of Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 


Lowell in Mid-West 


In Minneapolis to attend sessions 
of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church, Associate Director 
C. Stanley Lowell met at breakfast 
with a group of POAU members on 
May 1. A dozen persons have set up 
a provisional committee to organize 
a Minneapolis chapter. In St. Paul, 
Lowell conferred with Dr. Charles 
Turck, president of Macalester Col- 
lege and POAU national advisor, 
who reported that the group would 
soon send in a charter application. 

During the first week in May 
Lowell visited Cincinnati, Kansas 
City, St. Joseph and Des Moines, 
speaking before local chapters. More 
than 600 persons heard him and sev- 
eral score of new members were 
added to the rolls. 

At Chase City, Va., he spoke to an 
interdenominational group and a 
chapter-organizing group is in the 
making. 


Mayne in New England 


Organization Director John C. 
Mayne spoke at a public religious 
liberty meeting in Portland, Me., in 
the Central Square Baptist Church. 
A chapter-organizing committee is 
functioning. 

In Boston, Mass., he spoke before 
the Workshop on Separation of 
Church and State at the Unitarian 
Conference on Social Problems, spon- 
sored by the Unitarian Fellowship 
for Social Justice. This meeting re- 
ceived notice in The Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor and in Religious News 
Service. 

While in Boston Mayne met with 
POAU members at historic Park 
Street Church and organized a chap- 
ter committee of 10 persons. 


Chapters on the March! 


Director Mayne met with chapter- 
organization groups in Erie and Har- 
risburg, Pa.; Buffalo and Syracuse, 
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N. Y.; and Toledo and Columbus, 
O. Local committees in these cities 
are working toward the chartering or 
expansion of POAU activities. 

National staff members have set 
up special committees in Talbot and 
Harford Counties in nearby Mary- 
land to counter moves to provide bus 
transportation of private and paro- 
chial school children at public ex- 
pense. 

A single POAU member from the 
Pottsdown-Reading area of Pennsyl- 
vania recently came to national head- 
quarters, secured a large quantity of 
literature and ten Blanshard books. 
He hopes to form an educational unit 
which will eventually lead to a well- 
organized chapter in the Keystone 
state. 

Dr. William A. Cook visited the 
Ministerial Association of Charlotte, 
North Carolina and also spoke to the 
members of St. John’s Baptist 
Church. 


Summer Conferences 


As we go to press more than a 
dozen invitations have come in for 
POAU staff members to speak before 
denominational summer conferences 
and camp meetings. Some local chap- 
ters are also conducting literature 
tables at nearby summer conference 
grounds. 


Public Meetings 


Schedules are being completed for 
major public religious liberty meet- 
ings co-sponsored by the national 
office and local chapter officers in a 
number of the larger cities. Among 
the speakers will be the noted author, 
Paul Blanshard; POAU Executive 
Director Glenn L. Archer; and Asso- 
ciate Director C. Stanley Lowell. 
Chapters and churches desiring dates 
in this rapidly filling schedule should 
contact Organization Director Mayne 
in Washington at once. 


Scrolls to Churches 


An increasing number of churches 
are making substantial grants up to 
$100 to National POAU’S Budget of 
Education and Action. In a recent 
month 39 scrolls were presented to 
churches in recognition of these gifts. 


Broome County, N.Y. 


The Broome County Chapter of 
New York State, embracing the cities 
of Binghamton, Endicott, and John- 
son City, has embarked upon an 
expansion program. Officials are en- 
listing a new board of 18 directors 
and will sponsor a large public meet- 
ing in Endicott in the spring of 1957. 


Pennsylvania Bus Ruling 
May Go to Supreme Court 


A recent court decision outlawing 
“the transportation of non-public 
school students in public school- 
owned busses” in Pennsylvania has 
been appealed to the western district 
of the State Supreme Court and may, 
if the lower court is upheld there, be 
carried by Roman Catholic contest- 
ants to the United States Supreme 
Court. The initial victory was won 
in the Allegheny County Court of 
Common Pleas by the Taxpayers’ 
League of Robinson Township, which 
had objected to the local school 
board’s practice of transporting paro- 
chial pupils and was brought into 
court as “defendant” when the board, 
as “plaintiff,” asked the court for a 
declaratory judgment upholding its 
practice. 

The common pleas court, in an 
opinion by Judge Marshall, over- 
ruled the school district’s contention 
that it had discretionary power to 
transport parochial pupils in spite of 
an earlier Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court decision in the case of Connell 
v. Kennett Township Board of Direc- 
tors, et al. (356 Pa., 585) that school 
boards had no “duty” to provide such 
transportation. Judges Montgomery 
and Lewis concurred, but the latter 
did so “reluctantly.” 


+ 


Blanshard Record 


Available on Loan 


Local POAU and church groups 
may borrow the long-playing (33-1/3 
R.P.M.) recording of Paul Blan- 
shard’s Imaginary Cross-Examination 
of Cardinal Spellman without cost, 
provided the group will take an of- 
fering after hearing the record and 
send the proceeds to national head- 
quarters. Use blank below: 


Department of Organization, POAU 


1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 
Sirs: 

Please lend us the recording of Blan- 
shard’s Imaginary Cross-Examination of 
Cardinal Spellman. We will play it and 
send the offering to National POAU. 


Name of Group . 

Name of Person Ordering 
Address 

City .. Zone 


State 








Church Order Captures Public 


Hospital in Classic Maneuver 


Baudette is a peaceful village in Minnesota nestling next to the Canadian 
border. It is off the beaten track. But something has happened in Baudette 
which deserves to become known across the nation as the struggle for religious 


liberty continues to unfold. 


Baudette offers a classic example of clerical penetration of a non-Catholic 


community. It is 70 per cent Protes- 
tant, and what has happened to it 
should be of deep concern to all 
Americans who are devoted to free- 
dom. 

A number of years ago the citizens 
of Baudette and Lake of the Woods 
County raised funds by public sub- 
scription, supplemented by federal 
Hill-Burton Act funds, for the con- 
struction of a hospital. After some 
staffing difficulty Roman Catholic 
nuns of the Order of St. Joseph were 
brought in to operate the hospital. 
The idea of “cheap labor” appealed 
to the villagers. Presently, the nuns 
were given a ten-year contract. 

The nuns and the doctors in charge 
declared the hospital needed a chil- 
dren’s wing. At a special election the 
village voted a bond issue of $180,000 
to build it. This sum was said to be 
insufficient and an additional $90,000 
was called for to complete the project. 
This issue the voters rejected at three 
successive elections, after discovering 
that the “children’s wing” was to be 
a chapel, sacristy, penitent room and 
confessory for the nuns. 

The order thereupon offered to buy 
the hospital and complete the wing on 
its own. An appraisal was made which 
established the value at $350,000 for 
the building exclusive of equipment 
worth perhaps $50,000 more. The 
order offered $223,000. Doctors Brink 
and Janecky (the forincr a Roman 
Catholic convert) appeared before 
the village council stating that if 





the nuns’ offer were not accepted, 
they would pull out within 60 days. 
The order made the same threat, and 
the community faced the prospect of 
being isolated without medical fa- 
cilities. 

Although advised by the village at- 
torney that such a sale would proba- 
bly be illegal, the council surrendered 
under pressure of circumstances and 
sold the valuable installation at the 
give-away price insisted upon by the 
Order of St. Joseph. “After all,” a 
councilman was heard to remark, 
“who around here has got the money 
to take it to court?” 


That’s the way the people of 
Baudette lost their hospital. 


The pattern of penetration had 
been simplicity itself: Maneuver 
yourself into an “indispensable” posi- 
tion in the community, pretend pious- 
ly to be interested only in rendering 
selfless service, create a touching, 
sentimental picture, and then—take 
over with an iron hand! Who is go- 
ing to do anything about it, after 
you have attained control of the 
community’s outstanding facility? 

But not so fast! It might all have 
worked out according to plan except 
that it was rushed too much. Some 
of them got mad, and on April 23 a 
group of them crowded the Mission- 
Covenant Church to the doors to hear 
the Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, associate 
director of POAU, discuss the sec- 
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tarian practices of Roman Catholic 


hospitals and answer questions at an 
open forum. By a unanimous stand- 
ing vote, the meeting resolved that: 


“«’.. we deeply deplore the action of 
the village council in selling our pub- 
lic community hospital to a sectar- 
ian group contrary to the plainly in- 
dicated wishes of the people, and that 
we call upon the council to rescind 
this action at once. 


“’. . in the event of the council’s 
failure to act promptly we will have 
recourse to the courts to correct this 
unconstitutional and unjust sale.” 

The Baudette story is still unfold- 
ing. It may yet have a conclusion that 
will gladden the hearts of believers 
in freedom everywhere. 








House Unit for School 
Excise Tax Exemptions 


Exemption of parochial and non- 
profit schools from federal excise taxes, 
involving an annual revenue loss of 
$3,000,000 a year (“Church and 
State,” April), was called for on May 
17 in a unanimous vote of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, under 
the chairmanship of Rep. Aime J. 
Forand of Rhode Island. The action 
was taken in spite of the opposition 
of the U. S. Treasury Department. 
POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer, in a letter condemning the 
move, had called it a “form of creep- 
ing sectarianism in fiscal policy.” 

The proposed exemptions would place 
non-profit private schools on the same 
footing as public schools for purposes 
of tax immunity on such items as 
school busses, telephone calls, gasoline 
and transportation. Supporters of sep- 
aration of church and state must 
mobilize to defeat the bills embody- 
ing the proposed changes as they are 
introduced in Congress. 




















Mayne Discusses Mutual 
Problems with NCC Group 


POAU Organization Director John 
C. Mayne visited a May 8 session of 
the Department of Religious Liberty, 
National Council of Churches, meet- 
ing in Washington, D. C., May 7-9. 
At the invitation of Episcopal Bish- 
op Malcolm E. Peabody of Syracuse, 
N. Y., who was presiding, the POAU 
official spoke to the group about cur- 
rent problems in church-state rela- 
tions and the work of POAU. 


The National Council’s Department 
of Religious Liberty carries on a pro- 
gram of research and education and 
maintains offices in New York City. 
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